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and the whole party set out, carrying the few possessions they had with them. In coarse of time they came to a big town, and Hari-Sarman went boldly to the chief house in it, leaving his wife and children outside. He asked to see the master, and was taken into his presence. This master was a very rich merchant, owning large estates in the country; but he cannot have been very clever, for he was at once quite taken in by the story Hari-Sarman told him. He said that he would find work for him and his wife, and that the children could be sent to a farm he had, in the country, where they could be made very useful.
Overjoyed at this, Hari-Sarman hastened out to tell his wife the good news ; and the two were at once received into the grand residence, in which a small room was given to them for their own, whilst the children were taken away to the farm, fall of eager delight-at the change from the wretched life they had been leading.
1.  Would* it have been better for Hari-Sarman and Vidya if their neighbours had not helped them ?
2. 'Do you think Hari-Sarman was the only person to blame for his poverty ?
CHAPTER II.
SOON after the arrival of the husband and wife at the merchant's house, a very important event took place, , namely, -the marriage of the eldest daughter. Great were the preparations beforehand, in which Vidya took her full share, helping in the kitchen to make all